BY THE PEOPLE
You’ll never again take your right to vote for granted.

BY THE PEOPLE is an intimate look at who and what it takes to put on an American election. This
behind-the-scenes documentary follows average Americans as they race to get the polls open on
Election Day. After witnessing their struggle to uphold the most basic aspect of democracy, you will
never again take your right to vote for granted.
Doris Anne Sadler
Marion County Clerk 4 elections, First Presidential Election

“Most people don’t realize that elections are run almost exclusively off
of volunteers. Think about Marion County, I think we’re the 11th largest
city in the United States, and we basically have 6 full-time people running the elections. It requires people who want to help. Without those
people the election just does not happen. People used to do it as a
matter of course, but those folks are getting old and some of them are
passing away…the problem is we’re just not replacing those people
very quickly. There’s not the same sense of civic duty in terms of running elections.”

David Woo
Marion County Election Board Service Center Supervisor
37 Elections, 17 Primaries, 17 General/Mayoral/Presidential and 3 special

It is important for the public to understand what goes into running an
election in order to understand how a fair and honest election is derived.
It takes months of planning to get it right and then there still can be
problems. It takes hundreds of thousands of people across this country working together to put on the elections. These election workers
insure their fellow citizens fundamental right—the right to choose the
leaders of this country.

Robert Vane
Election Board Administrator.
Fourth election, First Presidential election

Hopefully, a greater understanding of the process will entice more
people to get involved. The number of people who are willing to work
elections--either in our office or in the polling place--gets smaller every
year.
You cannot open a precinct without an inspector, so if I’m the inspector
for ward one, precinct one and I don’t show up…you can’t vote. You
can’t get anymore than that.
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BY THE PEOPLE
You’ll never again take your right to vote for granted.
Wendy Orange
Traveling Board Administrator
11 elections, 2 Presidential elections

I do believe that living in a Democratic society comes with great responsibility,
but that’s because I want things—I want to have a say—those people who
say, it’s a Democratic society I’m free to do what I want, I don’t have to participate if I don’t want to---you’re exactly right, you don’t have to participate if you
don’t want to—but you may not get what you want, if you don’t participate.
Valerie Hurd Washington
Financial Analyst for the Clerk’s Office and Election Board
Six Elections, First Presidential Election

The amount of work that goes into planning an election is overwhelming! Its
not easy processing all of the absentee ballots, delivering machines to the
polling sites, finding poll workers, providing training for them. The best is when
someone’s information has changed and they think we should just know that.
If you move, or get married and you don’t tell us, we don’t know.
Tony Schaffer
Chief Deputy Clerk
Fourth election, First Presidential election

Elections are a very complicated ballet of man and machine. The
public does not understand the great effort that is expended in running an
election. Too many people believe that it takes about a week to prepare, conduct and wrap-up an election. Hopefully if the public understands the complications of running an election, they will be more appreciative of the people
who sacrifice to sustain the election process.
Chari Burke
Deputy Clerk of Court Administration
Two elections, First Presidential

So many people in this country take the freedom to choose their leaders for
granted .I think everyone should work an election at least once to develop a
sense of its importance. If one has a keen understanding of the process behind an event, he or she develops a higher appreciation for that event. Being
involved in the election process brings the relevance of the event and what it
means a little closer to home.
Tim Fickle
Deputy Clerk
Fourth Election, First Presidential Election

I don’t think the public realizes the enormous about of manpower needed to
put on an election. We need volunteers! If we don't have the bodies to open all
of the polling places, guess what . . . they won't open! If they don’t open, people can’t vote. It’s that simple.

www.bythepeople-themovie.com
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